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Bible Knowledge (BK) Teaching Program
Tanzania

Mid-Year Update 2024

This document summarises recent activities including an overall summary, participating schools, students' 
academic performance, seminars for BK teachers, and testimonies from teachers and students. 

The program is run primarily by the Dioceses of Kagera, Lweru and Biharamulo of the Anglican Church of 
Tanzania. Collectively, the area covered is similar to the size as Rwanda. It encourages secondary schools
to teach the optional subject called “Bible Knowledge”, by providing free teaching materials and by 
coaching teachers. The BK subject is available from Form 1 to Form 4 according to a syllabus set by the 
Tanzanian Government, with national exams which contribute to the Certificate of Secondary Education. 
Less than 10% of the 5,000 secondary schools in Tanzania teach this subject. Since 2016, our program 
has encouraged and supported over 100 schools to teach BK to over 20,000 students.

For more information or to donate, please see www.BibleKnowledgeTZ.com. 
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Overall Summary
for 2024 up to 30/6/2024

Diocese of ... KAGERA LWERU BIHARAMULO TOTAL

 BSA grant (1) $15,245 $14,608 $15,245 $45,097

 LMMF grant (2) $3,243 $3,892 $4,865 $12,001

 SparkLit grant (3) $3,334 $3,333 $3,333 $10,000

 Total grants $21,822 $21,833 $23,443 $67,098

  No. schools in Dec. 2023 34 54 49 137

 No. schools now 38 55 49 142

 Schools visited 15 52 46 113

 Books distributed 671 1,713 1,737 4,121

 BK students 3,810 3,650 4,010 11,470

 BK teachers 47 55 75 177

 Seminar participants (4) 38 61 75 174

The increase in schools to date this year has been modest as anticipated (5 in total), because we have already 
recruited a large proportion of schools in this region and the remaining schools are ones that were not so keen 
on running BK. Also, the large increase in our schools in recent years has increased the time required to be 
spent by our coordinators in supporting schools already participating. However, Biharamulo has 49 participating
schools out of 53 (92%) in it's area, which is excellent. Kagera is doing well with 38 out of 86 (44%), and so is 
Lweru with 55 out of 153 (36%). We now have almost 11,500 BK students across 142 schools in these 
three dioceses. 

Each diocese has now completed its BK seminar for the year, with 174 participants in total. So far this 
year, the coordinators have already visited 113 of the 142 schools and distributed 4,121 BK books, so the BK 
teachers are being well supported. 

Overall, each diocese is progressing well towards achieving its BK objectives for this year. 

We continue to be very grateful to BSA, LMMF and SparkLit for their generous support of the BK program, 
which has stimulated much growth in the number of students learning about the Bible. 

NOTES 

1. “BSA” is the Bible Society of Australia, which has supported the program since 2022. 

2. “LMMF” is the Leon & Mildred Morris Foundation, which has supported the program since 2022.

3. “SparkLit”, also known as the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK) Australia, has supported the 
program since 2016. Its grant for 2024 will be paid later this year. 

4. “Seminar participants” is the number of teachers who attended our BK seminars, plus the BK coordinator and a 
guest speaker.  

5. The Diocese of Western Tanganyika has also received assistance from our program and apparently they have 
about 30 participating schools, but they are not counted above as no data has been gathered. Similarly, our 
program has assisted a number of individual schools throughout Tanzania with books and advice at their request, 
but again we have no data on the number of students participating. 
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Seminar for BK Teachers

Diocese of Kagera

April 2024
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Seminar for BK Teachers

Diocese of Lweru

March 2024
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Seminar for BK Teachers

Diocese of Biharamulo

January 2024
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Seminar for BK Teachers

Diocese of Biharamulo

April 2024

The Diocese of Biharamulo had two BK seminars in 2024 with a total of 75 participants. 
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